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Performance notes:

Don't let the song drag, keep it moving gently. Feel free to assign solos in any of the verses.

Pōhutukawa is the star associated with remembering loved ones. In Māori tradition, when
a person passes, their soul follows the spirit pathway (Te Ara Wairua) up to Cape Reinga at
the top of the North Island. The soul arrives in a sacred bay (Te Reranga Wairua) in which
grows a solitary Pōhutukawa tree. It is then guided by the root of this sacred tree into the
next life. Tīpuna are a person's ancestors, and stars are considered to be them looking down
on the living.


