Matariki Hunga Nui

The Mother (Matariki Gathers Us)

Words by Leon Gray Music by Leon Gray
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Performance notes:

Verse 1: bars 1-10 could be sung as a solo, and then all sopranos and altos could join in.
The full choir would then join in at bar 21. Feel free to organise solos in other verses as
you wish.

A quartet might sing the first chorus (bars 21-28), then everyone can join in for choruses
after that.

Matariki hunga nui means "Matariki gathers us"
Nga taonga i te rangi means "Treasures of the sky"
Whaea me ana tamariki means "Mother, and her children"

Tawhirimatea is the son of Papatianuku (the Earth mother) and Ranginui (the sky
father). When his parents were separated, he was so sad, he tore out his eyes and hung
them on the sky, over Tane (god of forests), his brother who had separated them. His eyes
are the stars of the Matariki cluster (Pleiades).
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